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AARHUS 

UNIVERSITET 

Meeting on 8 March 2016 
 
AU FOOD PLATFORM (AU-FP) Steering Group Meeting 
 
Participants:  
Michelle Williams (MW), FOOD; Steen Brock (SB), ARTS; Erik Østergård Jensen (EØJ), MBG; 
Kim Overvad (KO), Health; Bjørn Richelsen (BR), Health; Claus Bo Andreasen (CBA), DCA; 
Klaus Lønne Ingvartsen (KLI), ANIS; 
 
Absent: Klaus G. Grunert (KG), MAPP/ BSS; Niels Halberg (NH), DCA; Erik Steen Kristensen 
(ESK), AGRO; 
 
 
 

MINUTES 

Agenda 
1) Approval of minutes/Additional items for agenda 
2) Food-related activities / updates 

a) Horizon 2020 / Innovation Fund 
b) Food KIC/ AU Task Force / Interreg II 
c) Infrastructure 

3) Interdisciplinary Network ‘Food4Being’  
a) Coordinated master plan aligned to application deadlines 

4) Follow-up on previous strategic discussion items (Sustainability, optimization and di-
versity of raw material; Citizenship and regionality) 

5) Update on communication/website and presentation of suggested changes 
6) Other matters 
 
 
1.  Approval of minutes/Additional items for agenda 
The minutes were approved. The item on Food-related activities was changed from item 
5 to no. 2, and then the agenda was approved. 
 
2. Food-related activities / updates 
 
2a. Horizon 2020 / Innovation Fund 
FOOD expects to send in a number of applications for the 2017 call, but only a few minor 
applications in 2016. Health is mainly focusing on cohort consortiums, i.e. very big appli-
cations mostly focusing on infrastructure, but not much on research, which will need to 
be applied for afterwards. MBG does not intend to send in applications to H2020 within 
the food area.  
 
Innovationsfond:  
The Dean of ST is developing an overview of the number of applications on food and ag-
riculture sent to the Innovationsfond in the 2015 round, and of the feedback given to 
those applications that did not receive funding, so that he can approach the Innova-
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tionsfond board and have a discussion about the reasoning behind the rejections. Some 
of the rejected applications received the highest evaluations from the external evalua-
tors, but were rejected by the board. FOOD were part of 7 applications in 2015; 3 appli-
cations were rejected in the first, 2 were rejected in the second round and 2 were fund-
ed, and plan on sending in approx. 8 applications in 2016 within the food area. ANIS had 
four applications through to the second round, two of them were rejected, and they will 
be re-applied together with 3 new applications. It was discussed that only few of the In-
novationsfond board members have expertise within the food area. ARTS is planning an 
application on food authenticity in collaboration with MAPP and FOOD.  
 
Inspire2  
Inspire2 was originally with an Ingredients focus in 2015, then the consortium is being 
reshaped with a Health and Food focus, where they have chosen 3 themes: 1) Indul-
gence; 2) Health and; 3) Sustainability. Michelle will represent AU in the next meeting on 
9 March as Klaus Grunert cannot attend.  
NOTE: Following the meeting it should be noted that a 4th theme on ‘freshness and food 
safety’ has been added, and that L&F/DI will update on process and roles after the meet-
ing. 
 
2b. Food KIC / AU Task Force / Interreg II 
A discussion was held on the status of the KIC process. The KIC call is open until July 
2016 and the winning partnerships will be announced in November 2016. 
 
2c. Infrastructure 
In December the FOODHAY infrastructure application for 105 M DKK was announced as 
part of the Danish roadmap, and 60% of the funding is to build infrastructure at Agro 
Food Park. There is still no guarantee that we will secure the funding.  
 
Michelle has met with Philip Rijken, the new head of the Arla Dairy Health and Nutrition 
Excellence Center, and provided him with a list of names of key contacts at AU who have 
had collaboration with Arla in the health and food area, so that he can start getting ac-
quainted to AU research.  
 
2d. Region Midtjylland 
Aarhus is culture capital in Europe in 2017. In addition the Midtjylland Region has been 
awarded the Gastronomy Region of Europe. FOOD will connect to these activities and 
showcase FOOD activities. One of the activities is the Food Festival. Michelle encouraged 
the other AU-FP members to contact the organizers if they are interested in getting in-
volved, however, there is no funding from the municipality to cover costs. 
 
3. Interdisciplinary Network ’Food4Being’ 

The AU Rector has asked staff to inform him of planned applications for the private 

foundations. Kim Overvad, AU MAPP and AU FOOD submitted applications that could be 

relevant to both Trygfonden, Novo and Nordeafonden. Rector received around 50 appli-

cations for private foundations, and he has later informed the applicants that he will col-
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late these applications into a catalogue and use that at his planned visits to the founda-

tions. Steen mentioned that ARTS has received a grant of 10 M DKK from Nordeafonden 

for a project on a cookbook for children. It was discussed that it is necessary to be very 

strategic and focused in the approach to the private foundations.  

 

Kim will send the application to Trygfonden, which focus on sustainable production to 

the benefit of the environment and on healthy and sustainable food for the consumers. 

He will contact them for a meeting before the summer holidays, and expect to be ready 

to submit the application after the holidays. Michelle suggested that Kim continues to 

collaborate closely with Klaus Grunert and FOOD.   

 

It was discussed what the next step for Food4Being should/could be. The industry is very 

outcome focused, so AU-FP agreed that the focus should be on the private funds. Vari-

ous funds were discussed, among others Trygfonden and the Villumfonden. Klaus Lønne  

will check the possibilities at the Villumfonden as to the entire chain approach. As a re-

sult of the discussion Kim will focus on the application to Trygfonden and collaborate 

with relevant people as discussed earlier. 

 

3a. Coordinated master plan aligned to application deadlines 

See discussion under item 3. 

 

4. Follow-up on previous strategic discussion items 

AU-FP has had two strategic discussion items: ‘Sustainability, optimization and diversity 

of raw material’ and ‘Citizenship and regionality’. 

 

It was discussed whether AU-FP should continue with discussion of strategic topics, and 

the conclusion was that the discussions were good and enlightening but they resulted in 

too few initiatives. It was therefore decided that after discussion of the strategic topics, 

AU-FP will sum up and decide on relevant actions and responsibilities. It is very im-

portant that those who are to carry out the actions have the time to do it. Food4Being 

can support such activities financially.  

 

A list of agreed actions will be included in the AU-FP minutes.  

 
5. Update on communication/website and presentation of suggested changes 
Claus Bo presented the communication status for the AU-FP website. DCA is responsible 
for the website which should represent the food activities across AU and underpin the 
internal collaboration as well as function as a portal for external collaboration partners 
and authorities. However, as DCA has limited resources, it is necessary that the different 
departments commit some efforts towards updating DCA with news and activities for 
the website. A well-functioning website would be an excellent tool to profile the con-
nection and activities in food across AU, e.g. in relation to the Food KIC/Nexus and in-
dustrial partners.  
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At present the portal mostly contains news from the Department of Food, but there is 
much more potential.  
 
AU-FP discussed this and agreed that there is a need for an information flow from the 
departments/research groups and for relevant persons to connect to and send infor-
mation to DCA on food-related activities.  
 
It was also discussed that the website was difficult to find via the AU website, and in or-
der to evoke an interest in feeding into the website, it needs to be visible.  
 
It was agreed that over the next two weeks the departments/faculties will send infor-
mation to Claus Bo to put on the website, and DCA will then run some focused news sto-
ries on the AU-FP website and work to make the AU-FP website available from the front 
page of the AU website within 4 weeks.  

 
Besides improving the website, Claus Bo asked the AU-FP to consider activities that 
could profile the platform and food activities at AU. Furthermore, he suggested ap-
pointment of coordinators (tovholdere) in each department who could take responsibil-
ity of activities and input to the food platform.  
 
6. Other matters 
The strategic item at the next meeting on the 17 May is Ingredients and Waste Streams.  
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Hold discussions with and send in an appli-
cation to Trygfonden and involve relevant 
people in the process 

After 

summer 

  x         

Check funding possibilities at Villumfonden Soon    x       

Ensure that communication on AU-FP activ-

ities is taken back to Faculties/staff in the 

Departments 

Running x x x x x x x x x  

Make sure that food-related information 

from department is sent to DCA 

Before 1 

April 

x x x x x x x x x  

Run focused news stories on the AU Food 

Platform website and increase visibility of 

the website in AU 

Before 1 

May 

         x 

 


